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Difquiftion on the connection that fubjjls between Rent , 
and the price of Grain , and their mutual influence 
upon each other*. 

In compliance with the requefl of a farmer, vol.iv. 
p. 69, and fome other relpe&able correspondents, 
I now fit down to enquire into the effect of rent on 
the price of grain ; and the manner in which thefe 
two particulars, reciprocally influence each other : A 
fubject of no incurious difcuflion, that has not been 
hitherto fully elucidated. 

Grain can in no cafe be railed, without a certain de- 
gree of labour and expence, the price of which muff 

* This piece has been delayed longer than was intended, from acci- 
dental circumftances. 
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be repaid to the grower, otherwife he cannot afford 
to produce it. This may be faid, in the ftri&eft 
fenfe, to conftitute its intrinjic price. 

Money being accounted the common meafure of 
value, this price wPl be affeCled by the quantity of 
money that can be obtained for labour, in general, in 
that place at the time. The farmer mult give thofe 
he employs, wages in proportion to what they can 
get in other employments ; fo that if thefe wages are 
high, the farmers charge mult be high alfo. And 
the intrinjic price of his corn mult rife, as the rate of 
this expence is augmented. 

Thus, do we perceive, that there muff ever be a 
neceffary connection between the price of grain, and 
the profperity of manufacturers, and the degree of 
emolument to be derived from them ; fo that any at- 
tempt to diftrefs the one, at the expence of the other, 
is contrary to nature, violent in its operation, and 
mult be trarifitory in its effeCts. 

The intrinfic price of grain, however, all other 
circumftances being alike, muff vary with the ferti- 
lity of the foil on which it is produced. On a rich 
foil, lefs labour, and lefs feed will produce a given 
quantity of grain, than they will do on a foil that is 
lefs productive ; fo that, ftriCtly fpeaking, the intrin- 
fi c price of corn, when confidered only in this point 
of view, will be different on almoft every different 
field. How then, it may be afked, can its intrinfic 
value be afcertained over a vaft trad of country, pof- 
fefiing a diverfity of foils, of various degrees of ferti- 
lity ; and how fiiall matters be fo managed, as that 
all the rearers of it fhall draw nearly the fame price 
for their grain, and have nearly the fame profits ? 

All this is effeCled in the eafieft and mod natural 
manner, bv means of rent. Rent is, in faCt, nothing 
elfe than a Ample and ingenious contrivance, for equa- 
ling the profits to be drawn from fields of different 
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degrees of fertility, and of local circumftance, which 
tend to augment or diminifh the expence of culture. 
To make this plain, a few elucidations will be necef- 
fary. 

In every country where men exift, there will 
be an effective demand for a certain quantity of 
grain : By effective demand, I mean a demand which 
muft be fupplied, that the inhabitants may all be 
properly fubfifted. It is this demand, which in all 
cafes regulates the price of grain ; for the quantity 
of grain required in this cafe muft be had, and the 
price that is neceflary for producing it, muft be paid, 
whatever that may be. Thefe calls, are of fuch a 
prefting nature, as not to be difpenfed with. 

For the fake of illuftration, we fhall, in the pre- 
fent cafe, fuppofe, that all the foils are arranged into 
clafles according to their degrees of fertility ; which 
clafles we fhall at prefent denote by the letters A, B, 
C, D, E, F, G, 13 c. Let thofe comprehended in the 
clafs A, be the richeft ; thofe in the clafs B, the fe- 
cond; and fo on, decreafing one degree in fertility for 
each clafs, as you advance towards G. Now, as the 
expence of cultivating the leaft fertile foil, is as great, 
or greater, than that of cultivating the moft fertile 
field, it muft happen, that if an equal quantity of 
grain, the produce' of each clafs of fields, can be fold 
at the fame price, the profit on cultivating the moft 
fertile field will be greater, if no precaution were 
taken to guard againft it, than could be obtained by 
cultivating thofe which are lets fertile. And as 
this profit will continue to decreafe, as fterility in- 
creales, it muft at laft happen, whatever be the 
price of corn, that the expence of cultivating lome of 
the inferior clafles of foils muft equal, or exceed the 
value of the whole produce. 

This being admitted, let us fuppofe that the ef- 
fective demand was fuch as to raife the price of 
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grain, fav to fixteen {hillings per boll ; snd that the 
fields included in the clafs F, could juft admit of de- 
fraying all expences, and no more, when corn was at 
that price ; that thofe in the clafs E, could admit 
of being cultivated when the price was only fifteen 
{hillings per boll ; and that, in like manner, the 
claftes D, C, B and A, confifted of fields which could 
have barely paid the expences of cultivation, refpec- 
tively, when the prices were at fourteen, thirteen, 
twelve and eleven ftiillings per boll. 

In thefe circumftances, it would happen, that thofe 
perfons who pofTefted the fields in the clafs of F, 
tvould be able to afford no rent at all ; nor could any 
rent be afforded in this cafe, for thofe of G, or other 
more fteril fields for the purpofe of rearing corn : But 
’it is alfo evident, that thofe who poffeffed fields in 
the clafs E, could r. t only pay the expence of culti- 
vating them, but could alfo afford a rent to the pro- 
prietor, equal to one fhilling for every boll of free 
produce ; and in like manner, thofe who pofTefted the 
fields D, C, B, and A, would be able to afford a rent 
equal to two, three, four and five {hillings per boll, 
of their free produce, refpedtively. Nor would the 
proprietors of thefe rich fields, find any difficulty in 
obtaining thefe rents ; becaufe farmers finding they 
could live equally well upon thefe foils, after paying 
fucli rents, as they could afford to do upon the fields, 
in the clafs F, without any rent at all, they would be 
equally wulling to take thefe fields as the others. 
Thus it is that rent cqualtfes the prefit on different 
foils, in the ineft natural and eafy manner, without 
lending in any degree to affecl the price of grain. 

Let us, however, once more fuppofe, that the whole 
produce cf all the fields in the claftes A, B, C, D, E, 
and F, were not fufficient to maintain the w r hole of the 
inhabitants of that diftricl. In that cafe, one of two 
things muft happen : Either the price of grain muft rife 
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to feventeen fhillings, fo as to induce the owners of the 
field in the clafs G, to bring them into culture ; or a 
fupply muft be brought from fome other place to 
anfwer that demand. In the firft cafe, the fields G, 
being brought into culture, thofe in the clafs F 
would now be able to afford a rent equal to one {hil- 
ling per boll of free produce ; and all the other clalfes 
could admit a fimilar rife. Here then we clearly 
perceive, that it is the price of grain that affe&s the 
rent, and not the rent that affects the price of the 
grain, as has been very often miftakenly alleged. 

The natural confequence of fuch an increafed de- 
mand for grain, and augmentation of price, is the 
converting of barren fields into corn lands, which 
never otherwife could have become fuch. A much 
greater quantity of grain is thus produced, than 
would otherwife have been poffible ; and a more fpi- 
rited agriculture everywhere takes place. By thefe 
exertions, the fields which originally ranked in the 
clafs G, pafs into that of F, and by a gradual pro- 
greflion, they Aide fucceflively into the claffes E, D, 
C, till at length they even reach the clafs A itfelf. In 
confequence of every one of thefe fleps, a prodigious 
augmentation in the quantity of corn reared, is pro- 
duced. The farmer is alfo enabled to fell it at a low* 
er price than formerly, although he affords a higher 
rent ; fo that every member of the community is be- 
nefited by the change. 

It is beautiful to trace the operation of natural 
caufes on the phyfical and political world, when they 
are fuffered to operate freely : When population is 
augmented, and induflry flourifhing in a nation, we 
have feen, that it mufl of neceffity occafion a greater 
demand for the products of agriculture than former- 
ly. This gives a brifker fale, which augments the 
induflry of the farmer ; more corn is thus produced* 
Some people would call this a creation, becaufe it is 
Vol. VI* P p f 
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obtained where corn would never other wife have 
been produced. This corn once raifed, produces 
anore manure, which, judicioufly applied to the foil, 
gives additional produce. In this manner a bene- 
ficial progreflion is eftablifhed, that admits of an 
extenfion, the limits of which no man can forefee. As 
the people increafe, the means of fupporting fhefe 
people is augmented ; fo that a country, though it 
may be at the prefent moment, feemingly capable of 
maintaining no more than barely its prefent inhabi- 
tants, may yet, by a gradual increafe, under a judici- 
ous government, have thefe augmented to perhaps a 
hundred times its prefent population ; and yet be even 
more capable of furnilhing fubfiftence to its inhabi- 
tants than it is at prefent. Thefe particulars admit of 
the cleareft proof, both by reafoning a priori , and by 
a fair induction of fa&s, which our limits alone at pre«- 
fent forbid to enumerate. Nor is the converfe of this 
propolition lefs demonftratively certain, viz. that by 
diminilhing the number of inhabitants, and thus de- 
creafing the demand for the produce of the fields, 
the quantity of that produce will be decreafed, — the 
rents will of courfe fall, — the lands will Aide back 
into the Hate that does not admit the expence of cul- 
tivation, — the total produce of all the fields, confide r- 
ed as an aggregate of grafs and corn, will fall much 
lhort of what they formerly yielded*, — and the few 
inhabitants that remain, will find only a fcanty fub- 
lillence, where a much more numerous people for- 
merly enjoyed plenty. It is thus the people of 
Palefiine, though not one-tenth of the number which 
c^ce inhabited it in a Hate of abundance, now 

* When land is fullered to run into grafs after being cultivated, unlcfj 
it be that of the very richeit quality, it gradually produces lefs and - lefs 
than at firft, fo as in time to afford lcarce any food at all for domeftic 
animals. This is a fa£t, that fome ini: attentive oblbrvers will perhaps be 
difpofed to controvert. I wiffi to God, Scotland were in that condition, as 
not 10 afford any proofs of ft* which are at prefent but too numerous ! 
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find a difficulty to pick up a fcanty fubfiftence there. 
This, fome perfons may perhaps afcribe to the luper- 
natural influence of divine maledi£tion having dried 
up the fources of plenty there. To avoid arguing 
on this head, we need only turn our eyes to Spain, 
which three centuries ago, nourifhed four times, at 
leail, the quantity of people it now contains. It 
could then afford abundance of food for all its people, 
and to fpare : Its inhabitants now are frequently^ob- 
liged to have recourfe to foreign aid, to prevent 
them from (larving. This phenomenon we are not 
to confider as in the fmalleft degree miraculous : It 
would have indeed been miraculous had it been other- 
wife. 

I muft: not, however, conclude this paper, without 
taking notice of one particular, which was purpofely 
kept out of fight not to embarrafs the demonftration. 
In the foregoing obfervations, I have taken notice of 
land that might produce corn without affording any 
rent ; but that, though a phyfical poffibility, cannot 
practically happen. Land, in every cafe, while in paf- 
ture, can afford fome rent ; and when the pafture is 
rich, among a luxurious people, it can afford more 
rent, in many circumftances, than while in corn. 
This rent muft always be dedudted, therefore, what- 
ever it be, before fuch land comes to the (late in 
which our reafoning above is philofophically juft:.* If, 
therefore, the price of grain be unreafonably depref- 
fed by injudicious regulations, while the price of live 
(lock increafes, a wonderful diminution in tue 
quantity of grain reared, may take place, fo as to oc- 
cafion phenomena, that may appear very inexplicable 
to fhort-fighted men, and oepafion alarms that are al- 
together unfounded. The effe&s, however, of fuch 


* This rent ought in fafl to be accounted part of the expence of cul * 
fivating the foil, as it muft b_- funk. \vhg:i it is iuhje&ed to the plough. 
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regulations, are highly pernicious, becaufe they flop 
improvements in their very origin. The aCtual 
quantity of vegetable production, whether for the 
food of man or beaft, can only be augmented in any 
country by the culture of corn crops, in the firft in- 
fiance*. A barren heath, if left untouched by human 
culture, would continue a heath for ever But by the 
induftry of man, that heath may foon be converted 
intg corn, and artificial grafs, and all the variety of 
ufeful crops fuited to the climate. It is by encou- 
raging agriculture alone, therefore, taking that word 
in its flriCl and literal fenfe, “ that ever two ftalks of 
corn can be produced, or two blades of grafs be made 
to grow, where one only grew before.” Nor are its 
powers limited to the narrow fphere that Swift in 
this fentence afiigned it ; both grafs and corn, and 
every other ufeful vegetable production, may be 
made to grow in abundance, not only where never 
one plant of thefe did grow ; but even where never 
one of them would have grown, without the foftering 
aid of man. 

All is the gift of induftry. 

What have thofe to anfwer for, who by their weak 
and foolifli regulations, tie up the hands of the induf- 
trious man, and oblige him to languifti in want, when, 
but for thefe regulations, they might had abundance ! 
Where is the man who will weed out all fuch perni- 
cious ftatutes from the Britilh code ! He would have 
many erafures to make; his talk would be more la- 

* I am not infenfible of the improvements that may be made, by fpread- 
5ng calcareous manures in great quantities upon heath ; but becaufe of the 
jmmenfe quantity of calcareous manure required for this mode of im- 
provement, it can, in few cafes, be procured j fo that it may be coniidered 
only as a partial exception to a very general rule. 

The fame thing may be faid, of the l'ubftantial improvements that in 
fome cafes may be made by watering. In both cafes, the quantum of 
improvement, where the manures are limited, may be greatly augmented, 
by the aid of judicious culture. 
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borious than that of Hercules, but it would be more 
beneficial alfo. 


